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MINUTE of the meeting of the General Teaching Council for Scotland held by video 
conference on Wednesday 26 April 2023 at 10.00 am. 

 
 

 
Present:                 Khadija Mohammed (Convener) 

Tom Britton, Lyndsey Cleland, John Devine, Lilian Field, Laurence Findlay, John 
Finlayson, Paul Finnegan (part of meeting), Heather Grossart, Nazim Hamid, Anne-Marie 
Harley, Ben Horsburgh, Aileen Kennedy, Omar Kettlewell, Susan Leslie, Gerry 
McCormick, Jane McKeown, Iain Macmillan, Robert Macmillan, Jane Malcolm. Adela 
Mansur, Ann Murdoch, Catherine Nicol, Elizabeth Russell, Elaine Selley, Nuzhat Uthmani, 
Jon Vincent, Carole Wilkinson, John Wilson,  

 
In Attendance: Lindsey Furness (HoPF), Victoria Smith (SD), Pauline Stephen (CEO), Suzie Valente 

(ICO), Zoe Wilson (GOCO), Elaine Napier (HoES), Gillian Sim (RIM) 
 
Observer: Nicola Coutts (LSO) 
 
 

PUBLIC SESSION 
 
 

1 Apologies for Absence 
 

Apologies were received from Coral Bain, Stephen Day, Linda Jamieson, Joan Lennon, Morag 
Redford, Ian Sharpe, Adam Sutcliffe, Lyn Wilson, and Jennifer Macdonald (SD).   

 
2 Announcements 

  
There were no announcements. 

 
3 Intimation of any Other Competent Business 
 

There was no intimation of any other competent business.  
 
4 Declarations of Interest 
   

There were no declarations of interest. 
 
For Discussion and Approval 
 
5 Minute of the Council Meeting on 8 February 2023 – public session only (22-

24Co(23)Min2_public) 
 

Carole Wilkinson asked that she be added to the attendees – this was amended following the meeting.  
 

Subject to that amendment, the Minutes were approved. 
 
6 Matters Arising  
 

There were no matters arising. 
 
7 Chief Executive and Registrar’s Report (22-24Co(23)30) 
 

The CEO presented the report which set the scene for the transition between strategic planning periods 
and provided members with assurance of continued progress.  The CEO shared with members that 
she had presented the Trusted Teaching presentation to several different groups and the feedback 
received had been very positive, particularly related to the clarity the presentation provides around the 
role and remit of GTC Scotland. 

 

22-24Co(23)Min3_FINAL 
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Members: 
 

• Considered our strategic progress, outlined in the report.   
 

• Noted that our new strategic planning period has now begun and following approval of new planning, 
delivery and performance reporting arrangements, future Councils will consider a new format of CEO 
strategic performance reporting.   

 

• Approved the content of the report as assurance that GTC Scotland is meeting its obligations as a good 
employer and has made progress in relation to strategic priorities.  

 

Action: 
By: 
Date: 

Strategic Performance update to be provided to next Council 
/CEO 
Ongoing 

 
8 Financial Position as at 31 January 2023 (22-24Co(23)31) 
 

The HoPF summarised the report on the financial position at 31 January 2023 and reported a year to 
date net income of £1.24m as of 31 January 2023.  This has had a favourable impact on reserves as 
shown in the balance sheet.  

 
The Q3 forecast completed at the end of December estimated that the year-end net income was almost 
£200K but the draft P12 position is favourable to that showing a net income in the region of £290K.  

 
Members approved the Q3 forecast.   

 
Action: 
By: 
Date: 

Ongoing finance analysis and escalation through Finance and Corporate Services 
Committee as required  
SSMFP 
As required 

 
9 Any Other Competent Business 
 
 None. 
 
11 Date of Next Meeting 
 
 The next meeting is scheduled to take place at 10.00 am on Wednesday 25 October 2023.  
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Acronyms 

• CEO – Chief Executive and Registrar – Pauline Stephen 

• Convener – Convener of Council – Khadija Mohammed 

• SD – Strategic Director - Victoria Smith 

• SD – Strategic Director – Jennifer Macdonald 

• HoPF– Head of People and Finance– Lindsey Furness 

• HoES – Head of Education and Standards – Elaine Napier 

• RIM – Regulatory Investigations Manager – Gillian Sim 

• SEO (NRDL) – Senior Education Officer (NRDL) – Asif Chishti 

• TESO – Teaching Standards Education Officer – Vikki Robertson 

• CORM – Customer Operations and Registration Manager – Sarah Scott 

• GOCO – Governance Operations and Compliance Officer – Zoe Wilson 

• ICO – Information and Compliance Officer – Suzanne Valente 

• Educ Convener – Education Committee Convener – Omar Kettlewell 

• Educ Vice Convener – Education Committee Vice Convener – Jane McKeown 

• FCS Convener- Finance and Corporate Services Committee Convener – John Devine 

• FCS Vice Convener – Finance and Corporate Services Committee Vice Convener – Lilian Field 

• PRA Convener – Professional Regulatory Assurance Committee Convener – Thomas Britton 

• PRA Vice Convener – Professional Regulatory Assurance Committee Vice Convener – Adela 
Mansur 

 
 


