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1. Disciplinary rules and consultations held on their 
changes.   

 

 “it may be useful to see the ‘disciplinary’ ‘rules’ also and any consultations 
held on their changes”. 

 
2.  Response  
 
I provide a PDF file which contains the three versions of the Disciplinary Rules: 

• Conduct and Disciplinary Rules 2001 (Amended by Council 9 June 2004) 
• Conduct and Disciplinary Rules 2001 (WEF 1 November 2001) 
• Disciplinary Committee (Procedure) Rules 1967 

 

I have undertaken a search of our records and we do not hold any information on 
consultations held on changes to the disciplinary rules.  I therefore apply FOISA exemption 
S17 – Information not held to that part of your request.  In compliance with FOISA exemption 
S15 – Duty to provide advice and assistance I hope the explanation below provides further 
context.   

Due to the passage of time since the Disciplinary Rules being introduced between 1965 and 
2012, no colleagues who were involved in their introduction remain at GTC Scotland in order 
to provide details of the introduction of these rules. However, we believe it may have been 
due to the framing of GTC Scotland’s previous governing legislation. GTC Scotland was 
established in 1965 by the Teaching Council (Scotland) Act 1965. It was established as a 
Non-Departmental Public Body. The 1965 Act set out the types of rules that GTC Scotland 
required to have and the way in which these would be brought into force. In some respects, 
regulations were to be introduced by the Secretary of State, and it was the Secretary of 
State who was required to consult with the GTC Scotland Council, and other interested 
bodies. In others, for instance rules with respect to the form and keeping of the register, the 
GTC Scotland Council was empowered to make these. Under the 1965 Act, the Disciplinary 
Rules, latterly the Conduct and Disciplinary Rules, were to be made by Council and came 
into effect once approved by the Lord President of the Court of Session, without a 
requirement (or we believe practice) for consultation on the introduction of or changes to 
these rules. In 2012, GTC Scotland’s current governing legislation was introduced – the 
Public Services Reform (General Teaching Council for Scotland) Order 2011. This 
introduced GTC Scotland’s independence from the Scottish Government as an independent 



professional regulatory body. Among the changes brought in through the 2011 Order was 
the legislative requirement to consult teachers or their representatives; employers of 
teachers or their representatives; and such other persons appearing to it to have an interest 
on changes to GTC Scotland rules, and to have regard to any views expressed by those 
consulted. We believe that this is the reason that we do not hold the information requested, 
any consultations held in relation to changes to the ‘disciplinary rules’, as we believe that 
practice was introduced following the introduction of the 2011 Order.  
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