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Response date:  16 November 2021 

 

1. Probationer statistics 
 
 I would like to request the following information under the Freedom of 

Information Scotland Act 2002 (FOISA). Each of these questions are a 
separate request for the purposes of FOISA:  

o 1. How many probation year teachers completed their probation 
year, and how many did not (left during), broken down by each 
academic year from 2015 to date.  

o 2. How many teachers left teaching during a) their probation 
year b) their first year after qualification and c) during the first 
five years after qualification, broken down by each academic 
year from 2015, and broken down by those on the i) four-year 
undergraduate course and the ii) one year PGDE course.  

I have put a sample table below which I would appreciate if your 
response to this question could be presented this way: 

 

2.  Response  
 

Q1      How many probation year teachers completed their probation 
year, and how many did not (left during), broken down by each 
academic year from 2015 to date.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  2015/16  2016/17 2017/18 2018/19  2019/20 2020/21  2021/22  
Probationers 
starting as of 
August each 
academic 
year   

2542  2633  2864  2808  3135  3284  3250  

Probationers 
gaining full 
registration 
at end of 
academic 
session  
  

2484  2551  2759  2734  3050  3079  Information 
not yet 
available 

 Number of 
probationers 
withdrawn   

58  
(2.3%)  

82  
(3.1%)  

105  
(3.7%)  

74  
(2.6%)  

85  
(2.7%)  

205  
(6.2%)  

Information 
not yet 
available  
  

 

Please note that the figures are reflective of all student probationers starting 
August each year, including both Flexible Route and TIS.   
 
Q2.  How many teachers left teaching during a) their probation year b) their 

first year after qualification and c) during the first five years after 
qualification, broken down by each academic year from 2015, and 
broken down by those on the i) four-year undergraduate course and the 
ii) one year PGDE course. 

 
We have considered this part of your request and we have determined that the 
complexity of interrogating every individual record of the requested five year time 
scale, of which there would be approximately 15000 and the significant amount of 
time that would involve means that this would fall into the scope of FOISA Exemption 
12 – Excessive Cost of Compliance. We have provided a breakdown of the costs 
involved below which has been prepared in compliance with the Scottish Information 
Commissioners Guidance.  We have provided a detailed Fee Notice below: 
 
Number of Teachers Records to be interrogated:       15000   

 
Actual cost of staff time at hourly rate of member of staff:  £12.55. The search would 
be undertaken by one of the Operations Support team members as they have a 
strong knowledge of the information held on our database.   

 
Number of hours required to complete the search:  Manual search into each record 
to locate and extract the information would take on average 1 minute per record.   

 
Total cost:  250 hours x £12.55 per hour = £ 3,137.50 

 
In compliance with FOISA exemption S15 – Provide Advice and assistance, we 
would propose that it would however be possible to consider the records of those 



included in the response to Q1 “Number of probationers withdrawn” and provide the 
name of their Initial Teacher Education course if that would be helpful to you. 
 
This would involve the following process for 609 records: 
 
1 finding the contact record 
2 selection qualifications 
3 clicking on the qualification 
4 searching down the details to find the course under ‘grade type’ 
 
The search of each record takes approximately 1 minute.  This task could be 
completed by one of our Operations Support team members – grade 2a, £12.55 per 
hour. 
 
Number of Teachers Records to be interrogated:       609   

 
Actual cost of staff time at hourly rate of member of staff:  £12.55. The search would 
be undertaken by one of the Operations Support team members as they have a 
strong knowledge of the information held on our database.   

 
Number of hours required to complete the search:  Manual search into each record 
to locate and extract the information would take on average 1 minute per record.   

 
Total cost:  10 hours x £12.55 per hour = £125.50 
 
Less first £100 = £25.50 
 
Chargeable to requester @ 10% of remaining cost - £2.55 
 
I would be grateful if you could let me know how you wish to progress with Q2. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


