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1. Probationer Extensions 
 
I was reading the papers from a recent meeting of the Covid-19 education recovery 
group and the papers mention probationers from this year who have been given an 
extension in order to reach the standard for full registration.  

  
I’m hoping that you can tell me how many probationers have been given this extra 
time in the new school year (split into primary and secondary) – and the maximum 
length of time it is expected an extension will last for?  

  
Can you also tell me how many probationers there were in total in 2020-21 (split into 
primary and secondary)? 

  
Any background information you have on this would also be useful – we wrote about 
the plans to allow initial teacher education students to continue to undertake school 
placements in the new school year if necessary, but if there are papers outlining 
similar provisions for probationers it would be great to get the full picture. 

 
2.  Response  
 

I refer to your request for information and confirmation of scope dated 30th June 2021 
which we have handled in line with Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002.  You 
requested the following information and my colleagues have provided a response to 
each point in turn below.  Please note that the figures provided to you are as at 21 
July 2021, these may change slightly as there are a very small number of 
outstanding profiles which are still to be processed. 

 
I was reading the papers from a recent meeting of the Covid-19 education recovery 
group and the papers mention probationers from this year who have been given an 
extension in order to reach the standard for full registration.  

 
I’m hoping that you can tell me how many probationers have been given this extra 
time in the new school year (split into primary and secondary) – and the maximum 
length of time it is expected an extension will last for?  

 
As at 21 July 2021, the total of number of probationers who have been given an 
extension in order to reach the standard for full registration is 66 extensions for TIS 
2020/21 
‐ 4 for both on health & competence grounds 
‐ 15 on health grounds 
‐ 47 on competence grounds 



 
The split between Primary and Secondary is: 
 
32 Primary Education  
34 Secondary Education.  

 
The maximum length of time an extension is for would be: 

 
60 days completing it via TIS for competence. 

 
For health extensions it is as long as the probationer was absent. Some of the health 
extensions could also include maternity. So, for example if a probationer was absent on 
health grounds for 53 days, then that would be the length of their extension.  

 
Can you also tell me how many probationers there were in total in 2020-21 (split into 
primary and secondary)? 

 
As at 21 July 2021, there were 3284 

 
The split between Primary and Secondary is: 
 
1402 Primary Education  
1882 Secondary Education.  

  
Any background information you have on this would also be useful – we wrote about the 
plans to allow initial teacher education students to continue to undertake school 
placements in the new school year, if necessary, but if there are papers outlining similar 
provisions for probationers it would be great to get the full picture. 

  
My colleagues have confirmed that there are no papers which would outline similar 
provisions for probationers.  To explain further if probationers completed their probation 
successfully in June, they would have access to support for Early Career teachers via 
the Stepping Stones project, in conjunction with Education Scotland. Further information 
on this programme can be found here  (please note that this information is due to be 
reviewed).  If, however they are required to complete an extension, they will receive the 
supports required as part of TIS.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


