
Freedom of Information Request  
Reference: 21-22/39 
 

Request date: 1 November 2021 

Response date:  26 November 2021 

 

1. Spend on external legal advice  
 
• How much GTCS has spent annually on external legal advice in the 

following years:   
o 2017 
o 2018 
o 2019 
o 2020 
o 2021 

 
• How much the GTCS has spent on external legal advice for my own 

case(s) in the following years: 
o 2018 
o 2019 
o 2020 
o 2021 

 
2.  Response  
 
The figures reported below in response to your request include the annual spend on 
“external legal advice” for the years requested.  Please note that GTC Scotland records its 
income and expenditure by financial year which runs from 1 April to 31 March.  The costs 
provided in our response are therefore by financial year rather than calendar year. 
 
FY 2017-18         1 Apr 17 – 31 Mar 18       £80,744               
FY 2018-19         1 Apr 18 – 31 Mar 19       £116,136 
FY 2019-20         1 Apr 19 – 31 Mar 20      £116,547 
FY 2020-21         1 Apr 20 – 31 Mar 21      £118,463 
FY 2021-22         1 Apr 21 – 31 Oct 21        £42,910 
 
By way of explanation and in compliance with FOISA exemption S25 – Provide advice and 
assistance, GTC Scotland has two sources of ‘legal’ costs, some of which are not associated 
with ‘legal advice’. The two sources of cost are (a) in connection with GTC Scotland fulfilling 
its fitness to teach function and (b) general legal advice sought by GTC Scotland, which 
incorporates all other legal matters arising for GTC Scotland, for example litigation and 
compliance.  

 
To assist and explain further, the fitness to teach function includes the investigation, and 
where necessary the presentation, of cases. In every conduct case which proceeds to a 
hearing before a Fitness to Teach Panel, GTC Scotland appoints an external solicitor (or 



advocate) to fulfil the role of Presenting Officer. This role is at arm’s length to GTC Scotland 
and is not a role in which the solicitor appointed is providing GTC Scotland with legal advice, 
it is a function/role within the Fitness to Teach process that GTC Scotland appoints 
externally. In most cases, investigations are carried out by GTC Scotland Investigating 
Officers.  However, on occasion, GTC Scotland will seek its appointed legal firm to assist 
with investigation work, providing external resource support to carry out an internal function. 
Again, this is not deemed to be ‘external legal advice’ but instead the carrying out of an 
internal function/role by an external resource. External legal advice within the Fitness to 
Teach function is, however, provided by the Legal Assessor.  Legal Assessors provide 
independent legal advice to the Fitness to Teach Panels which consider and determine 
outcomes in cases. 

 
Therefore, the ‘external legal advice’ costs provided to you above do not include the 
expenditure for the Fitness to Teach functions of either investigating or presenting 
cases.  The costs outlined are limited to the amount spent by GTC Scotland on external 
legal advice. This advice is provided by GTC Scotland’s appointed solicitors, the Faculty of 
Advocates and, in relation to Fitness to Teach, Legal Assessors.  
 
• How much the GTCS has spent on external legal advice for my own case(s) in 

the following years: 
o 2018 
o 2019 
o 2020 
o 2021 

 
In 2018, 2019 and 2020 there was no spend on external legal advice for your own case(s). 
 
In 2021 there was spend relating to a fee for the Legal Assessor for the Panel Consideration 
meeting on 17/2/21. As noted above, the Legal Assessor provides independent legal advice 
to the Panel.  There were several cases considered at that meeting and so a split of the total 
cost for the part of the meeting where the Panel discussed your case would be £92 inc VAT. 
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