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1. Fitness to teach Threshold Policy 
 
The details, scope and responses to any consultations held on Fitness to Teach and 
/ or thresholds policies? 

 
2.  Response  
 

The Threshold Policy has never been consulted on publicly.  This is considered and 
approved through the Professional Regulatory Assurance Committee (PRA) and 
GTC Scotland Council. 

 
Therefore, I apply FOISA exemption S17 – Information not held.  In order to assist 
you as much as we can and as far as the recorded information we hold enables us to 
(FOISA exemption S15 – Provide advice and guidance), I have provided extract of 
minute from PRA and/or Council below where the previous two versions of the 
Threshold Policy and the current version were discussed and approved.  We 
provided you with a copy of the policy documents along with our response dated 27 
October 2021.  The current version is available on the GTC Scotland website here.   

 
September 2017 – Fitness to Teach Threshold Policy   

 
Extract of minute – PRA on 1 May 2017 

 
Fitness to Teach Thresholds Policy   

 
A draft Fitness to Teach threshold policy setting out what GTCS investigates under its 
Fitness to Teach procedures was circulated for consideration.  Members welcomed 
the policy, which would bring greater transparency to the process and be reflective of 
best regulatory practice.  The policy would be a useful resource for employers and 
members of the public in helping them identify what cases GTCS would 
investigate.  Further information relating to dishonesty would be added to the draft 
policy to better explain this.  The policy was endorsed and recommended for approval. 

 
Extract of Minute - Council – 14 June 2017 

 
Fitness to Teach Threshold Policy   

 
The Fitness to Teach Threshold Policy had been produced to outline what GTCS 
investigates under its fitness to teach procedures.  Members welcomed the policy 
which would be accessible and increase transparency.  The policy was approved and 
would be implemented alongside the new Fitness to Teach Rules. 



 
May 2018 – Fitness to Teach Threshold Policy 

 
Extract of minute – PRA 8 May 2018 

 
Revised FtT Threshold Policy   

 
The policy which had been in place for the past 12 months was used on a daily basis 
by officers when cases were received.  As part of the annual review, a few minor 
amendments had been made and members were invited to discuss and approve the 
revised policy.  Members agreed that greater clarity on fraud and dishonesty would be 
helpful.  In addition, a myths poster for school staffrooms would prove useful in 
dispelling some of the beliefs about the use of social media or the right to a private life 
as well as the nature of referrals which could be investigated by GTCS.  The policy 
was approved subject to a few minor amendments. 

 
Council – Not presented to Council as minor amendments approved at PRA 

 
September 2019 – Fitness to Teach Threshold Policy (Current) 

 
Minute extract –PRA Committee – 22nd August 2019 

 
Revised Fitness to Teach Threshold Policy  (18-20PRA(19)51) 

 
A copy of the revised Fitness to Teach Threshold Policy was circulated for discussion 
and approval.  The draft revisions included providing more clarity on the level of 
seriousness required in order to warrant investigation by GTCS (linking this overtly to 
current/future risk) and more guidance for employers on making early referrals (i.e. 
before their processes have concluded).  Members approved the draft policy subject 
to a minor amendment.  The final draft policy would be presented to Council for 
approval. 

 
Minute extract – Council – 25 September 2019 

 
Draft Revised Fitness to Teach Threshold Policy and Witnesses and Hearsay 
Evidence Practice Statement  (18-20Co(19)114) 

 
Copies of the draft revised Fitness to Teach Threshold Policy and draft Witnesses and 
Hearsay Evidence Practice Statement were circulated for consideration.  Members 
approved the draft documents which included revisions to the current Fitness to Teach 
Threshold Policy and a new practice statement in respect of the use of witnesses and 
the use of hearsay evidence in Fitness to Teach investigations and hearings.  The 
revised documents would be put into operation with immediate effect and would be 
made available online. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


