
GTC Scotland Quality Marks: Instructions for Use 

• The Quality Mark may be used for the duration of the accredited period (up to 
five years). After that time use of this Quality Mark must cease. 

• You are permitted to use the Quality Mark on all forms of communications as 
appropriate; however, this must always be in clear connection with the 
particular learning programme that has been accredited. 

• When the Quality Mark is used on digital platforms, e.g. on a website or in an 
email footer, the Mark should link directly to the Professional Recognition area 
of the  

• GTC Scotland website at www.GTC Scotland.org.uk/professional-recognition 
• The Quality Mark should not be modified in any way and should be used 

(where appropriate) with the following description: 
o 'GTC Scotland's Professional Recognition award aims to support 

teachers to engage in high-quality professional learning and recognises 
accomplished teaching practice. GTC Scotland accredits a professional 
learning programme after assessing that it meets the standards 
expected of the award of Professional Recognition. 

• The Quality Mark is subject to copyright. Full guidance and terms of use are 
provided in our terms and conditions below. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Body: As the independent professional body which promotes and regulates the 
teaching profession in Scotland, we act in the public interest in all that we do and 
aspire to maintain and enhance standards of teaching and learning as well as 
actively promote teacher professionalism. To this end, we license certain marks for 
use by eligible institutions in order to assure the public that the institution has, 
through our independent quality assurance processes, either: (i) had its teacher 
professional review and development programme validated for the purposes of 
Professional Update; or (ii) had a professional learning programme accredited for the 
purposes of Professional Recognition. 

Our Marks may only be used by eligible institutions following a successful validation 
or accreditation process, under licence and in accordance with the terms and 
conditions detailed below. These terms and conditions form an agreement between 
the eligible institution and us: use of the Marks signifies your acceptance of these 
terms. 

2. INTERPRETATION 

In these terms and conditions: 

• ‘days’ means calendar days 
• ‘GTC Scotland’ means the General Teaching Council for Scotland 
• ‘GTC Scotland Logo’ means the ‘GTC Scotland’ logo that appears within the 

Marks 
• ‘Licence’ means the licence granted to you in clause 4 



• ‘Marks’ means the mark or marks that you have been licensed by us to use 
according (and subject) to the accreditation and/or validation process that you 
have successfully completed 

• ‘Professional Recognition’ means the GTC SCOTLAND award that 
recognises accomplished teacher practice 

• ‘Professional Update’ means the ongoing professional learning, review and 
development process required to maintain GTC SCOTLAND registration as a 
teacher 

• ‘We’ or ‘Our’ means GTC SCOTLAND 
• ‘You’ or ‘Your’ means the institution that has been issued with a Licence 

 

3. OWNERSHIP OF THE MARKS 

3.1 We are the owner of the Marks and GTC SCOTLAND Logo and you 
acknowledge this. The use of the GTC SCOTLAND Logo is subject to our written 
permission and is not covered by the licence set out in these terms and conditions. 
We warrant that we are authorised to grant you a licence to use the Marks in 
accordance with these terms and conditions. You will not do anything that might 
suggest that you own the Marks and you confirm that the only rights you will have in 
the Marks are set out in these terms and conditions. 

3.2 We protect our intellectual property and undertake regular monitoring of the use 
of our logos and materials. We will take appropriate action (including legal action if 
required) where we find that our logo or materials are being used in breach of these 
terms and conditions or without a licence or permission. Please notify us of any third 
party infringement or abuse of our Marks or the GTC SCOTLAND Logo that comes 
to your attention. 

4. GRANT OF LICENCE 

4.1 At the point at which the graphic files for the Marks are supplied to you, we grant 
you a non-exclusive, non-transferable, royalty free and limited licence to use them. 
The Licence will remain in force until the date of expiry of the relevant validation or 
accreditation or until it is withdrawn or suspended by us in accordance with clause 6 
of these terms and conditions (whichever is the earlier). 

4.2 The Licence may not be sub-licensed, transferred or assigned by you to others. 

5. USE OF THE MARKS 

5.1 You must use the Marks in accordance with any instructions for use provided to 
you by us. 

5.2 You must not in any way mislead the public as to the scope, purpose and 
coverage of the Marks. In particular, you must not lead the public to believe that we 
have endorsed, validated or accredited you, your programmes or any parts of your 
operation which do not fall within the specific scope of the GTC SCOTLAND 
accreditation or validation process to which you have been subject and successful. 



5.3 From time to time, we may request that you provide us with copies of 
communications in which you use the Marks. You will provide these communications 
promptly to us for review. 

5.4 The use of the Marks in your communications must enable you to comply with 
clause 6 in the event we suspend or withdraw the Licence. 

5.5 You undertake that you will not misuse the Marks or weaken, damage or do 
anything that may be detrimental to the reputation of GTC SCOTLAND as a result of 
your use of the Marks (whether by act or omission; directly or indirectly). 

6. LICENCE EXPIRY, SUSPENSION AND WITHDRAWAL 

6.1 We may, at our discretion, suspend or withdraw the Licence in the event that: 

• We consider that you have breached these terms and conditions; 
• Your institution materially changes in terms of its constitution or control; or 
• We are required to do so for any operational or legal reasons. 

We will notify you in writing within 7 days of such a decision. 

6.2 We may, at our discretion, give you the opportunity to remedy any breach of 
these terms of conditions that we have identified in terms of clause 6.1 above within 
such period as we specify at that time. If the breach cannot be remedied or you fail 
to do so within such specified time, our decision to suspend or withdraw the Licence 
will then take immediate effect. 

6.3 If the Licence is not withdrawn or suspended, it will continue until its expiry (i.e. 
when the next accreditation, renewal or validation falls due). 

6.4 On suspension, withdrawal or expiry of the Licence you must: 

• Cease all use of the Marks; 
• Remove the Marks from your communications; and 
• Withdraw communications already in circulation that feature the Marks within 

7 days. 

6.5 If you fail to act in accordance with clause 6.4 above, we will take appropriate 
action (including legal action if required) and we may hold you liable for any 
expenses associated (as set out in clause 7). 

7. LIABILITY 

7.1 We will not be liable to you for any loss, costs, expenses or damages (whether 
direct, indirect or consequential) arising from your use of the Licence or as a result of 
the application of these terms and conditions. 

7.2 You will indemnify us against all liabilities, costs, expenses, damages or losses 
(including indirect or consequential and reasonable professional costs) incurred by 
us as a result of any breach by you of these terms and conditions. 



8. GENERAL 

8.1 Any notice to be given under these terms and conditions will be sent by first class 
post or by e-mail to the person’s known correspondence address. The notice will be 
deemed to have been duly received on: the second business day after posting; or, if 
e-mailed, on the day of sending if sent during normal business hours (9.00am – 
5.00pm) or the day after sending if sent outside such hours. 

8.2 Nothing in these terms and conditions is intended, or will operate, to create 
between you and us an employment or agency relationship or any form of co-
operative entity (including, but not limited to, a partnership or joint venture). 

8.3 We reserve the right to alter these terms and conditions at any time and to 
confirm such alterations to you in writing. 

8.4 If and in so far as any part of these terms and conditions is or becomes void or 
unenforceable it will be deemed not to be and never to have formed part of the terms 
and conditions: the remaining parts will remain in full force and effect. 

8.5 These terms and conditions do not create any rights, entitlement, claims or 
benefits enforceable by any person that is not a party to it. 

8.6 These terms and conditions will be governed by and construed in accordance 
with Scots law and the parties submit to the exclusive jurisdiction of the Scottish 
courts. 
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